Attaching a Hanging Sleeve to the Back of a Quilt

by Patti Carey

The following method is the one that | use, and is not the only method of attaching a
sleeve to a quilt. Diagrams are taken from “101 Fabulous Rotary-Cut Quilts” by Judy Hopkins
& Nancy Martin and “The Joy of Quilting” by Joan Hanson & Mary Hickey.

If you are planning on hanging your quilt or entering it in a competition, you will need to
make a sleeve for it. | usually attach the sleeve before | bind the quilt.
1) From leftover backing fabric, cut a piece 9” wide and 1-2” shorter than the finished
width of the quilt at the top edge. On each end, fold over %" and then 4" again.
Press and stitch.
2) Fold the strip in half lengthwise, wrong sides together, and machine baste the raw
edges to the top of the quilt. Bind the quilt.
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3) Roll the sleeve tube up so that the top edge is aligned with the top edge of the
bound quilt. This provides room for the rod or dowel. Slipstitch the bottom edge of
the sleeve edge to the backing fabric. Insert the hanging rod in the pocket.

Push tube up and tack down bottom edge.

What if the binding is already on? Follow step 1) above. Fold the fabric strip in half
lengthwise, wrong sides together, and stitch with a 72" seam. Press the seam open. Place
the sleeve tube on the back of the quilt, just under the top binding, with the seamed side
against the quilt. Hand-sew the top edge of the sleeve to the quilt, taking care not to catch
the front of the quilt as you sew. Then follow step 3) above.
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Center seam and press open.



